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Washington’s Mr, Fixit

The new boss of the Central Intellj-
gence Agency has had a remarkably diver-
sified career but no experience in the

- eloak and dagger business.
John A. McCone, 59, who will work
. Mlongside his predecessor, Allen W, Dulles,
jnti] the latter’s official retirement No-
Neémber 1, is a California businessman and
“@fisenhower Republican who was chairman
" ¥t the Atomic Energy Commission in the
ast administration.

THOUGH HE HAS been described as
“the very model of a model ‘modern Re-
. publican,’ ” ‘McCone also has served in
previous Democratic administrations. He
was a member of President Truman’s 1947
- Air’ Policy -Commission, the report of
which is credited with sparking the mod-
ernization of air defense policies. In 1948
he hélped Defense Secretary James For-
. restal draw up the first Defense Depart-
- ment’s budget. And in 1950 he became
- undersecretary of the Air Force.

McCone was a strong advocate of
greater air power, and he tried to pér-
suade Fresident Truman to put the mis-
sile program under a single czar.

Had that been done this country
might not have fallen so far behind Rus- -
#ia in space projects. )

- A one-time riveter who became a con-
struction engineer and went on to becorne
& large manufacturer and industrialist,
McCone is'sald to be a man “with a slide-
- rule mind.” He hag a flair for quickly
analyzing complex problems, and as AEC
chairman he won a reputation for keeping
2 secret, a major requisite for CIA di-

< -rector, - :

President Kennedy sidestepped a
possible political hassle by naming Me-
Cone to the post,

Had he replaced Dulles with anyone
. too closely identified with Democratie
- politics, the CIA itself might have been
- Injured by ensuing partisan missiles. The :
. major espionage agency, said to spend a
. billion dollars a year and employ ‘more
- than 12,000 persons throughout the world,
- has had enough troubles already. Its pres-
| tige was hurt as a result of its role in
the unsuccessful Cuban invasion last
April and the ill-timed loss of a U2 spy
plane over Russia last year.

- McCONE IS NOT new to controversial,
- ticklish situations. When he became AEC
" chairman in 1958, a major task was tc
restore harmonious relations between the
. Democratic-controlled Senate and the ad-
- ministration, Admiral Lewis Strauss, his
prédecessor, had lost a bitter struggle
with New Mexico's Senator Clinton Ander-
son, who was supported by other members
of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy.

i

McCone did a noble repair job in

short time.
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Approveﬁf 3% 5)%'1?&31? gg %{0(150 a good job
. as CIA director.




STAT

Kpprovgﬂligr..ﬁdease 2004105/05 - EiA-_R DP64B00346R000400030001-8

SENDER WILL CHECK CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM

[ uncrassiFieD | | coONFIDENTIAL | | SECRET
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SI};\P
TO NAME AND ADDRESS DATE

1 M, vt S

W) orvirr—

;ﬁ/fl:‘ﬂ-s
87

2 221 Zond Ridy,

!

pray
3 \)SV\/ 1 Y
I O e
4 T
5 § 3 Z
6
ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE
Remarks:

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO.

DATE

UNCLASSIFIED |

| CONFIDEN

3o 0}

SECRET

FORM KO Replaces Form 30-4
Approved POV ReLE"200405/05 : CIA-RDPEAE0UIASROD0A00056001-8

STAT



